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ABSTRACT 

. .. . . „ Three sets of instructional materials were prepared 

by third graders after working with and responding to similar 
experimental materials in readinq and social science. The curriculum 
begins at a point when most children are able to read, however, 
supplementary listening passages and other readiness training and 
assessment is provided for those who qannot. The material generally 
consists of short passages followed by multiple choice questions. 
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Some Writing Experiences of Third Grade Students in Social Science and Reading 



Thomas M. Goolsby, Jr. 
University of Georgia 
Joseph P. Stoltman 
Western Michigan University 
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REPRESENT OFFICIAL OFFICE OF EDU- 
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These three sets of instructional materials were prepared by third grade stu- 
dents in Henry County, Georgia after working with and responding to similarly 
structured experimental materials in "Primary Level Self-Administered Sequential 
Reading and Social Science Curriculum." These experimental materials are read- 
ing and social science materials designed with special features and employing 
significant psychological principles. 

The curriculum begins at a point when most children are expected to start 
reading the printed page. If a child cannot read the printed page, the curri- 
culum provides supplementary listening passages and other readiness training 
and assessment. The child begins with the materials arid procedures of the cur- 
riculum at the level where his individual progress has been assessed. These 
features plus the structure of the materials and certain psychological orienta- 
tions give most children an optimal opportunity to learn the skills of reading 
at a time appropriate for effective utilization in later learning. 

The general structure of the material is short passages followed by four-res- 
ponse multiple choice questions which is important for several reasons. First, 
the student is able to be more independent and self-directing since there are 
scorable questions relating directly to each passage. The structured questions 
for each passage immediately direct the student's attention to the important 
outcomes of acquiring social science knowledges, skills, and understanding and 
acquiring the skills of reading. The skills of reading are determining detail, 
purpose, organization, and evaluation from reading the passages. The student and 
teacher together can use the score on each set of questions for each passage to 
determine progress and make a decision whether to proceed to the next passage. 

The skills are sequenced as to complexity so that less complex skills are 
developed first. The less difficult items for each passage are also presented 
first so that the student does not become discouraged. Also, easy items are 
strategically placed at frequent intervals. This design encourages all students 
to respond to all items. 

The student and/or the teacher is able to score the questions for a given 
passage as soon as the student finishes. This allows the student to receive im- 
mediate reinforcement (immediate feedback) . 
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For a more detailed report on the use of such materials see, "Use of an 
Individualized Reading Program Under Voluntary Complete Integration: Effects 

on Third Grade Pupils and Teachers," Center for Educational Improvement, G-10 
Aderhold, University of Georgia, Athens, Georgia 30601 &nd " Validation and 
Use of ’Primary Level Self-Administered Sequential Reading, and Social Science 
Curriculum for Disadvantaged Students," ERIC , Research in Education, Vol. 6, 
No. 5, May 1971, ED 046 990 or TM 000352. 
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HAPPINESS IS 



BEING ABLE TO 
REAP 



LEARN TO READ 

READ TO LEARN 
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A col lection of stories written by the third grade c|.ass at McDonough 
Primary School under the-supervlsion of Miss Nell Fisher 
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4. How fast was the bus going? 

1) 30 M.P.H. 

2) 20 M.P.H. 

3) 40 M.P.H. 

4) 100 M.P.H. 

5. What was the girl's name? 

1) Marie 

2) Ann 

3) Tammy 

4) Sue 

6. How old was Donnie? 

1) 4 

2) 3 

3) 2 

4) 7 

7. What did Jimmy cut? 

1) Arm 

2) Leg 

3) Eye 

4) Neck 

8. Who wrote this story? 

1) Jerry 

2) Kimberly 

3) Tammy 

4) Donnie 

9. Where did the trucks meet? 

1) On the narrow bridge 

2) On a dirt road 

3) On a rocky road 



1. What time did the bus driver 


4) 


Story does not say. 


pick them up? 






1) 


3:00 


10. What is the best title for this 


2) 


4:20 


story? 


3) 


2:20 


1) 


Jimmie's Eye 


4) 


1:20 


2) 


A Bus Wreck 


2. Wha 


i were the boy's names? 


3) 


A Bridge 


1) 


Donnie and Jimmy 


4) 


Mr. Harper 


2) 


John 






3) 


Johnny 


STOP: 


CORRECT YOUR ANSWER SHEET. 


4) 


Tom 






3. What was the bus driver's 


ENTER YOUR SCORE ON YOUR READING 


name? 


RECORD. 





1) Mr. Johnson 

2) Mr. Thomason 

3) Mr. Bell 

4) Mr. Harper 



Passage 1523 
By Kimberly Sue Bui ley 

One afternoon the children 
were waiting for the bus at the 
McDonough Primary School. This 
reminded Tammy that her brother 
was in a wreck going home from 
school one day last year. 

Mr. Harper was the bus driver. 
Her brother's name is Donnie. 

He was 7 years old at the time. 
Mr. Harper drove the early bus 
and came to pick the children 
up at 2:20 p.m. A little boy 
named Jimmy got his eye cut and 
it was cut badly. The wreck was 
caused by a truck, Mr. Harper 
did not see the truck and he 
was going about 40 miles per 
hour. The trucks met on the 
narrow bridge. This was how 
Jimmie got his eye cut. 
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Passage 1524 
3y Lytra English 
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One afternoon the children 
were waiting for the bus. This 
reminded Tammy of a wreck her 
brother was in. The bus started 
down the road. Mr. Harper, the 
driver did not see a truck that 
was coming. 'The road was narrow. 
Mr. Harper was driving 40 M.P.H. 
They came to a creek. They could 
bump into the truck or go into 
the creek. Mr. Harper decided to 
bump into the truck. It hurt a 
little boy's eye. None of the 
other children was hurt. Mr, 
Harper was sorry the boy was hurt. 
His name was Jimmy. The bus was 
Number 4. 



1. What was the little boy's 
name? 

1) Scott 

2) David 

3) Jack 

4) Jimmy 

2. How many miles per hour was 
the bus going? 

1) 40 

2) 30 

3) 25 

4) 60 

3. What was the driver's name? 

1) Donnie 

2) David 

3) Mr. Harper 

4) None of the above 

4. Was 'the- driver sorry? 

1) Yes 

2) No 

3) Maybe 

4) , The atory doesn't say. 



5. What was the bus number? 

1) 4 

2 ) 6 

3) 5 

4) 10 

6. Who wrote this story? 

1) Mr. Harper 

2) Lynn 

3) Miss Fisher 

4) Dr. Goolsby 

7. What is the best title, for 
story? 

1) A Bridge 

2) Mr. Harper 

3) Jimmie’s Eye 

4) The Bus Wreck 



DO NOT MARK IN THIS BOOKLET 



STOP: CORRECT YOUR ANSWER SHEET. 

ENTER YOUR SCORE ON YOUR READING 
RECORD. 
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Passage 1525 
By Melis* Keller 
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Passage /1531 
By Tony Chumbley 



I went ice skating Friday, My 
friend and I learned how to ice skate. 
The ice skates only had one blade on 
the bottom, I can not roller skate, 
but I just learned how to ice skate. 
The ice skates have brakes on them 
also. It is hard to stand up on ice 
skates when you're first learning how. 



One day Kimberly and Me lisa 
were coming out of the woods, 
Melisa saw a strange mushroom. 
Melisa's dog picked up the 
mushroom. He ran )in the yard., 
Melisa got two pieces of moss. 
She picked up the mushroom. She 
ran and put it somewhere her dog 
could not get it. 



1* What were Kimberly and 
Melisa doing? 

1) Going in the woods 

2) Comming out of the woods 

3) Playing 

4) Riding bikes 

2. What were the two girls names? 
■1) Kimberly and Cheryl 

2) Story did not say. 

3) Becky and Connie 

4) Melisa and Kimberly 

3. Where did Melisa put the 
mushroom? 

1) Somewhere her dog could 
not get it 

2) Story did not say. 

3) Kept it 

4) Gave it to Kimberly 

4. Where did Kimberly go? 

1) Nowhere 

2) Over to Betty's house 

3) Over to Melisa's house 

4) Over to Tammy's house 

5. Who picked up the mushroom 
first? 

1) Melisa 

2) Melisa's dog 

3) Kimberly 

4) Becky 



STOP: CORRECT YOUR ANSWER SHEET, 

ENTER YOUR SCORE ON YOUR READING 
RECORD. 



1, When did I go ice skating? 

1) Monday 

2) Tuesday 

3) Friday 

4) Sunday 

2, What would bo the host title for 
this story? 

1) Going Ice Skating 

2) The Ice Skates 

3) Learning to Ice Skate 

4) Going Fishing 

3, How many blades does an ice skate 
have? 

1) Six 

2) One 

3) Five 

4) Four 

4 0 Who learned to skate with me? 

1) Buddy 

2) Friend 

3) Enemy 

, 4) Story does not say, 

5. What is on ice skates? 

1) Bells 

2) Tassels 

3) Ribbons 

4) Brakes 

6. Ice skating is: 

1) Good exercise.. 

2) Not safe. 

3) Not for babies,. 

4) Not for dogfi 

STOP: CORRECT YOUR ANSWER SHEET. 

ENTER YOUR SCORE ON YOUR READING 
RECORD. 



Passage 1532 
By Tammy Chaffin 
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One day the children were 
waiting for the bus to come and 
take them home. This reminded 
Tammy Chaffin of a bus trip her 
brother was on.-, Her brother, 
Donnie, was in a week going home 
from school. 

Mr. Harper drove the early 
bus, Number 4. He came to the 
school at 2:20 p.m. He went out 
Jonesboro Road. He came to a 
narrow bridge. He did not see 
the truck coming so he went on at 
about 40 M.P.II. He either ran 
into the truck or the truck ran 
into him. The truck was full of 
cement. A boy named Keith got 
his eye cut and had to get 7 
stiches. Donnie did not get hurt. 
Donnie did not get hurt. 



1. What is the best name for this 
story? 

1) The Hurt Boy 

2) The Bus Wreck 

3) Mr. Harper 

4) Waiting for the Bus 

2. What time of day was it? 

1) Evening 

2) Morning 

3) Afternoon 

4) None of the above 



4. How mu y stiches did Keit h get? 

1 ) 6 

2) 14 

3) 3 

4) 7 

5. What was the truck carrying? 

1) Cement 

2) Sand 

3) Logs 

4) None of the above 

6. Where was the bus going? 

1) To take the children home 

2) To take the children to school 

3) To the store 

4) To the gas station 

7. What boy got hurt? 

1) Donnie 

2) Keith 

3) Joe 

4) Jack 

0. Who wrote this passage? 

1) Mr. Harper 

2) Miss Fisher j 

3) Shebra ' 

4) Tammy ' 

9. What was the bus number? 

1) 30 

2 ) 6 

3) 4 

4) 10 

10o A bus driver should: 

1) Drive very fast 

2) Drive carefully 

3) Race with a truck 

4) Fuss at the children. 

STOP: CORRECT YOUR ANSWER SHEET. 

ENTER YOUR SCORE ON YOUR READING 
RECORD. 



3# What road was the wreck on? 

1) Johnsons 

2) Joedeco 

3) Jonesboro 

4) Lake Road 



